
 
 

 

The Arizona Association for Economic Development is the leading advocate for responsible economic development for all of Arizona 
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I am pleased to announce that Bruce Coomer has been selected to fill the 
position of Executive Director of AAED.  Bruce, a past President of 
AAED, has been a member of the Arizona Department of Commerce 
Business Attraction staff for the past two years.  He brings a wealth of 
experience in both the private and public sectors, as well as extensive 
experience as an active participant in AAED and a part of its leadership. 
 
We are confident that Bruce’s diverse background in business 
management and economic development gives him the perfect 
combination of experience to continue the momentum that John Bowers 
and our leadership have created over recent years.  Bruce has been an 
active member of AAED for 14 years. During his time with AAED, he 

has served as a committee chair for eight years and has been on the board of directors since 1998.  He 
was honored as AAED Member of the Year in 1999.  He was an officer from 2000 to 2006 and served 
as President in 2003 – 2004.  Prior to joining the Department of Commerce, Bruce spent more than 30 
years in the transportation industry.  Bruce and his wife of 33 years, Carol, reside in Ahwatukee.  They 
have three grown children, and six grandchildren. 
 
Bruce will officially take over his new position on November 20.  John Bowers will stay on the job 
full-time until the end of December to work with Bruce to make the transition as seamless as possible, 
and will continue with AAED as a special advisor for organizational development on a part-time basis 
for at least six months beyond that. 
 
The search process was long and arduous for members of the Search Committee, involving many 
hours on the phone and in meetings and many miles traveled for several members of the group.  I want 
to personally thank each member of that group for their efforts “above and beyond” what they thought 
they had signed up for.  Members of the committee were Garrett Newland, Jane Bristol, Rock Rickert, 
Stephanie Healy, David Bentler, Michael Ortega and myself. 
 
I believe that their work resulted in the selection of an individual that will provide AAED with many 
more years of effective leadership.  Please join me in welcoming Bruce Coomer as our new Executive 
Director! 
 
 
 
 
L. H Hamilton 
President, 
Arizona Association for Economic Development 

 

 


